§151.26

whenever any of the following oper-
ations take place on a fixed or floating
drilling rig or other platform to which
this section applies—

(1) Discharge of ballast or cleaning
water from fuel oil tanks; and

(2) Discharge overboard of platform
machinery space bilge water.

(g2) In the event of an emergency, ac-
cidental or other exceptional discharge
of o0il or oily mixture, a statement
shall be made in the Oil Record Book of
the circumstances of, and the reasons
for, the discharge.

(h) Bach operation described in para-
graphs (d), (e) and (f) of this section
shall be fully recorded without delay in
the Oil Record Book so that all the en-
tries in the book appropriate to that
operation are completed. Each com-
pleted operation shall be signed by the
person or persons in charge of the oper-
ations concerned and each completed
page shall be signed by the master or
other person having charge of the ship.

(i) The Oil Record Book shall be kept
in such a place as to be readily avail-
able for inspection at all reasonable
times and shall be kept on board the
ship.

(j) The master or other person having
charge of a ship required to keep an Oil
Record Book shall be responsible for
the maintenance of such record.

(k) The Oil Record Book for a U.S.
ship shall be maintained on board for
not less than three years.

(1) This section does not apply to a
barge or a fixed or floating drilling rig
or other platform that is not equipped
to discharge overboard any oil or oily
mixture.

(m) This section does not apply to a
fixed or floating drilling rig or other
platform that is operating in compli-
ance with a valid National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) permit.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under control number 1625-0009)

[CGD 75-124a, 48 FR 45709, Oct. 6, 1983; 48 FR
54977, Dec. 8, 1983, as amended by CGD 88—
002A, 55 FR 18582, May 2, 1990; USCG-2000-
7641, 66 FR 55571, Nov. 2, 2001; USCG-2006-
25150, 71 FR 39209, July 12, 2006; USCG—2006—
25556, 72 FR 36328, July 2, 2007]
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§151.26 Shipboard oil pollution emer-
gency plans.

(a) Language of the plan. The ship-
board oil pollution emergency plan
must be available on board in English
and in the working language of the
master and the officers of the ship, if
other than English.

(b) Plan format. The plan must con-
tain the following six sections. A sev-
enth non-mandatory section may be in-
cluded at the shipowner’s discretion:

(1) Introduction. This section must
contain the following:

(1) Introductory text. The introductory
text of the plan must contain the fol-
lowing language (For ships operating
in Antarctica, the introductory text of
the plan must contain the following
language and explain that they are in
accordance with the Protocol on Envi-
ronmental Protection to the Antarctic
Treaty):

This plan is written in accordance with the
requirements of Regulation 26 of Annex I of
the International Convention for the Preven-
tion of Pollution from Ships, 1973, as modi-
fied by the Protocol of 1978 relating thereto
(MARPOL 73/78).

The purpose of the plan is to provide guid-
ance to the master and officers on board the
ship with respect to the steps to be taken
when a pollution incident has occurred or is
likely to occur.

The plan contains all information and
operational instructions required by the
guidelines (Resolution MEPC.54(32)). The ap-
pendices contain names, telephone numbers,
telex numbers, etc. of all contacts referenced
in the plan, as well as other reference mate-
rial.

This plan has been approved by the Coast
Guard and, except as provided below, no al-
teration or revision may be made to any part
of it without the prior approval of the Coast
Guard.

Changes to the seventh section of the plan
and the appendices do not require approval
by the Coast Guard. The appendices must be
maintained up-to-date by the owners, opera-
tors, and managers.

(ii) General information.

(A) The ship’s name, call sign, offi-
cial number, International Maritime
Organization (IMO) international num-
ber, and principal characteristics.

(B) [Reserved]

(2) Preamble. This section must con-
tain an explanation of the purpose and
use of the plan and indicate how the
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shipboard plan relates to other shore-
based plans.

(3) Reporting Requirements. This sec-
tion of the plan must include informa-
tion relating to the following:

(i) When to report. A report shall be
made whenever an incident involves—

(A) A discharge of oil or oily mixture
resulting from damage to the ship or
its equipment, or for the purpose of se-
curing the safety of a ship or saving
life at sea;

(B) A discharge of oil or oily mixture
during the operation of the ship in ex-
cess of the quantities or instantaneous
rate permitted in §151.10 of this sub-
part or in §157.37 of this subchapter; or

(C) A probable discharge. Factors to
be considered in determining whether a
discharge is probable include, but are
not limited to: ship location and prox-
imity to land or other navigational
hazards, weather, tide, current, sea
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state, and traffic density. The master
must make a report in cases of colli-
sion, grounding, fire, explosion, struc-
tural failure, flooding or cargo shifting,
or an incident resulting in failure or
breakdown of steering gear, propulsion,
electrical generating system, or essen-
tial shipborne navigational aids.

(ii) Information required. This section
of the plan must include a notification
form, such as that depicted in Table
151.26(b)(3)(ii)(A), that contains infor-
mation to be provided in the initial and
follow-up notifications. The initial no-
tification should include as much of
the information on the form as pos-
sible, and supplemental information, as
appropriate. However, the initial noti-
fication must not be delayed pending
collection of all information. Copies of
the form must be placed at the loca-
tion(s) on the ship from which notifica-
tion may be made.
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